Total Subjection

timidity unless it comes from the lips of a highly placed
personage or a recognized man of learning; his respect is all
the greater if the man has been a long time dead.

HOFFMANN VON FALLERSLEBEN,   1844

A nation of independent men ought to do mighty things,
but our nation of intelligent, learned and prosperous servants
is simply pitiable. Any capable man ought to be ashamed to
do homage to this German nationality.

HOFFMANN VON FALLERSLEBEN, 1844 (who three years
earlier wrote "Deutschland, Deutschland iiber alles!")

Only in the piety of total subjection do his dreams of human
liberty allow the German to taste the bliss of believing that
the reality is beautiful because it is German,

ARNOLD  RUGE,   1846

Courage on the field of battle is with us common property ;
but you will not seldom find that quite respectable people
are lacking in civilian courage.

OTTO VON BISMARCK,  1 7 May,   1847

The Most German

The ass defends himself never ; most German of all the beasts

No one finds him a spoil-sport; not even the wolf that

devours him.                          FRIEDRICH HEBBEL, 1898

*

They follow like sheep, and they follow asses. And this is
because no nation is so little inclined as the German to judge
for itself, and to pass sentence accordingly, though life and
letters offer occasion for such judgement every hour of the

day.                                                  ARTHUR  SCHOPENHAUER,   1851
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